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DESTINATION

There’s something special about 
autumn in the Yarra Valley and 
Dandenong Ranges. It’s the time of 
year when the weather’s perfect and 
the changing leaves create a magical 
romantic backdrop to your special day. 
Why not go one step further and use 
these colourful leaves as a natural 
alternative to confetti for that extra 
autumnal touch?

While the afternoons are still warm and 
the evenings cooler, couples can expect 
mostly sunshine without the hot summer 
heat. Trees are transitioning, leaves are 
falling and the glow of warm tones are 
certain to provide a picturesque setting. 

The weather also allows for a broader 
selection of attire where brides can opt 
for elegant long-sleeved dresses without 
fear of overheating and grooms too can 
choose between full suits versus more 
casual, warmer weather attire. 

The Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges 
offer a wide variety of venues and spaces 
perfectly suited for your upcoming day. 
Take inspiration in this issue and visit the Off 
Peak Weddings website for more ideas. 

Wishing you a beautiful wedding, 

The Off Peak Weddings Team

https://offpeakweddings.com.au/
https://offpeakweddings.com.au/
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SUPPLIER SPEAK

Planning an autumn 
wedding? The gorgeous 
changing leaves, deeper 
toned colour palettes and 
gorgeous light create an 
incredible atmosphere for 
some truly gorgeous photos. 

Gwen Luscombe chatted 
with a few of our preferred 
local photographers for their 
tips and tricks for capturing 
the magic. 

Capturing the magic
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GEORGIA 
VERRELLS 
georgiaverrells.com

“I absolutely love autumn weddings. One 
thing that is really important in autumn 
is to remember that we lose hours in 
daylight savings in Melbourne. About 
50 percent of the time in autumn my 
couples will choose to do a first look 
and get the photos done before the 
ceremony to make the most of the time 
they have with the light and their guests. 

However, when the photos are done 
after the ceremony it usually means I am 
shooting in the golden hour which is the 
most ideal light for me to shoot in. 

Mixing in some of the gorgeous golden 
autumn colours from the surroundings 
is always a must. It’s also important 
to remember the changing weather 
means it’s usually a lot cooler in the 
evenings so a cute jacket is a must over 
a wedding dress!”

http://www.georgiaverrells.com
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MICHAEL 
BRIGGS
michaelbriggs.com.au

“There are lots of things I love about 
photographing weddings in autumn. Ask 
any photographer, our favourite time to 
be capturing the couples portraits on 
their wedding day is ‘golden hour’, which 
is the one hour before the sun sets. 
During the hot summer months in The 
Yarra Valley, this can often be as late as 
8:45 pm. So we’ve got to steal the couple 
from their reception for 10 minutes to 
capture some portraits in this light. 

In autumn, when it’s not daylight savings 
anymore; this time is between 5 and 
6 pm. Meaning as long you plan your 
ceremony at the right time; you get to 
do your entire portrait session during the 
golden hour! Then when your photos are 
complete, the sun has gone down, and 
it’s then time to focus on partying and 
just enjoying your reception. 

Make sure you have a chat with your 
photographer to plan your timeline 
efficiently, so you can maximise this 
beautiful light.”

http://www.michaelbriggs.com.au
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RICK 
LISTON 
rickliston.com

“The number one tip I would give if you 
are planning an autumn wedding is to 
visit your wedding venue at that same 
time of the year, the year before. This will 
give you the best indication of what it 
could be like on your day, as the colours 
and amount of foliage can change so 
quickly. 

The start of March looks a lot different to 
the end of May, despite them both being 
Autumn. So if you’ve got your heart set 
on some fiery red Boston ivy, or golden 
maple leaves, and are picking your date 
based on that, maybe get out there the 
year before to check it out. It’s not 100 
percent accurate of course, but it’s as 
close as you can get.”

Don’t Forget These Quick Tips

1. Use the landscape 

Chat with your venue as well as your 
photographer about the best way to 
capture your seasonal surroundings. 
Finding an area your photographer  
can shoot in versus in front of will allow 
for the gorgeous natural elements to 
shine through. 

2. Have a schedule 

If you have a particular shot in mind, 
such as detail shots or a dress 
reveal, it’s important to talk to your 
photographer about them in advance. 
With a limited amount of sunlight, 
they’ll need to make a schedule for 
when to take which photos. 

3. Embrace the autumn colours 

Even if reds, oranges, golds aren’t in your 
colour scheme, incorporating them into 
your photos brings a warmth and sense 
of autumn to your photos. 

4. Bring a jacket or wrap

Autumn weather can be unpredictable 
in a matter of hours. When shopping for 
your dress, think about getting a wrap or 
a jacket that you can wear if it’s cooler.  At 
the very least, have a jacket on hand for 
your photo shoot that you can wear in 
between shots in case it does get chilly. 
You want your poses to look natural and 
if you’re shivering or uncomfortable, 
you’re photos might look a bit awkward. 

http://www.rickliston.com
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SEASON SNAPSHOT

Your 
beautiful 
autumn 
wedding

MOODY AND CHIC

Words Gwen Luscombe

Autumn is one of the most 
spectacular times of year to marry 
in the Dandenong Ranges and Yarra 
Valley. The changing foliage, the 
moody colours, the picture-perfect 
lighting, the weather. We could go 
on and on about just how special this 
time of year is. 

So if your wedding date falls within this 
beautiful season, here are just a few 
suggestions and things to consider to get 
the most out of your day. 
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Consider the timing

Traditionally cooler than the summer months, make the most 
of the last bits of daylight savings and consider holding your 
wedding earlier in the day to capture that ‘golden hour’ sunset in 
your photos. For more on that, see our tips on getting the most 
from your photography during autumn in this issue. This also 
allows you to hold your drinks reception during daylight hours 
and allow your photographer time to gather the formal and less 
formal photographs during natural light.

Be weather ready

While autumn is typically cooler, you can still get the odd 
hotter than normal or cooler than normal day. Keep a ‘plan 
B’ in mind in case of a steamy hot day or an unusually cooler 
day. Can your venue move from outdoors to indoors in case of 
inclement weather?

Create an atmosphere

This time of year lends itself perfectly for adding in special 
touches such as candlelight, fairy lights, sparklers, fireplaces and 
the like to create a mood. 

Seasonal food and drink

Luckily you’re in the right place for some of the finest, freshest, 
locally-sourced food and drink around. Visit our partner 
directory and discover a variety of incredible suppliers to help 
you create the perfect menu. Think of in-season fruit and 
vegetables, warm and heartier canapes. For drinks such as 
wine and beer, why not incorporate darker red wines and ales, 
or cocktails showcasing apple and dark berry flavours? It’s also 
prime apple cider season.

PHOTO COURTESY OF ERIK STINE
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Autumn florals

Native florals and wildflowers are always 
on trend but this time of year especially, 
allows for deeper, jewel tone colours 
adding a luxe element. Think dark reds, 
purples, oranges, burgundy and roses, 
tulips, sunflowers, and lush ferns.

It’s also the perfect time to include the 
gorgeous multi-coloured leaves of the 
season in you table settings and/ or décor. 

Make it beautiful

The colours of autumn really lend 
themselves to romance. And the golden 
light of the setting sun brings a beautiful 
natural glow you just don’t get every day 
of the year. Make the most of the vibrant 
colours of autumn including golds, reds 
and oranges will create a spectacular 
backdrop for all your photographs.

To bring the outside in, you could add 
leaves, pine cones, lanterns, or candles 
to your table decorations.
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REAL WEDDINGS

AT THE LOG CABIN RANCH

Number of Guests 150

Budget $35-40K

Date of wedding 6-03-21

Location The Log Cabin 
Ranch, Monbulk

Autumn Wedding
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MEET THE 
COUPLE
Brendan, 32, self employed IT project manager. Enjoys 
everything sport, grew up playing basketball and football. 
Values family and friends and spending time with his 
kids on the weekend. He is a loving, warm and friendly 
personality who is always looking out for others and 
putting others needs ahead of his own. He is the best 
dad in the world to Paddy (2.5 years and Eden 6 months)

Mel, 31, hematology and oncology nurse. Loves 
medicine and being able to help those in need. Enjoys 
time spent outdoors in the fresh air, taking weekend 
adventures and spending time with loved ones and 
friends. Loves being a Mum to our two kids and would 
do anything in the world for them!

We love our little family four, and of course our two 
French bulldogs Ginny and George. We have just 
purchased a caravan and intend to spend the second 
half of 2022 traveling around Australia with our little ones

Who proposed?

Brendan. In August 2018 in Paris. He was 
extremely romantic. In June we took 
off on a Europe adventure together to 
Italy and France. One day whilst strolling 
the streets of Sorrento we came across 
a boutique jeweler. They had some 
gorgeous items on display so Brendan 
insisted we enter and have a look, 
needless to say I fell in love with the 
most gorgeous ring, it was then and 
there together that we decided it would 
be my engagement ring. Marriage was 
something we had always talked about 
and I knew from the moment I had met 
him that he was the one.

He insisted that I couldn’t have the ring 
until his chosen time.

Later on in the trip Brendan called 
my parents (at 4am Australian time) 
to ask for the permission to take my 
hand in marriage. Needless to say they 
were thrilled! So on the last day of our 
European adventure, Brendan took 
me on a paddle boat on a quaint little 
lake in Paris surrounding by beautiful 
gardens. Despite the rocking boat and 
a high chance of us both falling into 
the lake. He got down on one knee 
and asked me to marry him. It is truly a 
moment I will never forget .

PHOTO COURTESY OF BRENDAN CREASER
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Why did you choose the 
Yarra Valley/Dandenong 
Ranges as your wedding 
location?

We were looking for something unique 
but rustic that we could add our own 
character too. Something that we could 
make into our own. The Log Cabin 
Ranch was the first venue we looked 
at. And we fell in love immediately. 
Courtney and Mark are the most loving, 
accommodating and down to earth 
people we have ever met and ensured 
that everything we had hoped for was 
able to happen. We had large tables set 
up on the lawn for our guests, a beautiful 
wedding in the garden, spit roast meets 
and a Greek feast for our guests to enjoy 
for dinner and a dance floor to die for. 
Given the accommodation on-site we 
had many friends stay with us and join 
us for a coffee and breakfast the next 
morning. It was truly so special!

What made your  
wedding unique?

I think the venue itself was a big part of 
what helped us to keep our wedding 
unique. Because it is a complete blank 
canvas you can literally make the day what 

PHOTO COURTESY OF BRENDAN CREASER

you want it to be, which is exactly what we 
were able to do with the help and support 
of Courtney and Mark. Because everything 
is done your way there is never another 
wedding like it which I feel is so special 
and exactly why Brendan and I fell in love 
with at the Log Cabin Ranch. We wanted 
our wedding to feel more like a big party 
where people could interact, relax and 
have a dance! We gave guests a table 
number and let them choose their own 
seats. Our Greek feast was a help-yourself 
feast which everyone raved about.

What were the highlights?

Everything. We had the most beautiful 
day. It was 23 sunny, crisp blue skies. Our 
ceremony in the garden could not have 
been more private and beautiful. We 
had 150 of our family and friends present 
which we felt was extremely lucky given 
the pandemic circumstances.

We had tables and chairs set up on the 
lawn with no cover and the fairy lights 
providing light come dusk. Literally 
everything about the day was a highlight. 
Beautiful shots for photos, a relaxed 
morning getting ready onsite with my 
mum and bridesmaids and of course once 
the wedding was over, Brendan and I got 
to spend our first night as a married couple 
in the beautiful on-site glamping tent just a 
short walk away from the dance floor!
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Is there a story behind your 
dress?

It was actually my third dress!! We were 
due to get married in Feb 2019 (when I was 
30 weeks pregnant) at a different venue 
however sadly my father passed away 
suddenly the night before our wedding so 
we made the decision to postpone. 

We wanted a fresh start at a new venue 
and a new date and the Log Cabin Ranch 
was exactly what we needed. Courtney 
and Mark welcomed us with open 
arms from the moment we walked in! I 
purchased a new dress and We planned 
to re-marry in April 2020 however the 
pandemic hit and we had to cancel for 
a second time. Given the uncertainty 
we decided to postpone by a further 12 
months and planned to marry for the 
third time in March 2021, however I fell 
pregnant with our second child, Eden, so 
needed to again purchase a gown for my 
ever-growing stomach. 

I completely fell in love with the Peaches 
gown from Grace Loves Lace, it had no 
boning, was an easy slip-on and was 
made of a stretch material that made it 
extremely comfortable to wear on the 
day! It also had the rustic vintage boho 
vibe I was seeking. It was not my dream 
dress, but it was my dream dress for 
pregnant me!

Tell us about the 
groomsmen’s attire, who 
chose the color?

We wanted our wedding to be more like 
a big party without all the formalities so 
we kept the groomsmen very casual.

They wore black chinos with brown 
leather boots and a white linen shirt. 
I managed to find some gorgeous 
floral burgundy ties and bow ties that 
tied in beautifully with my bridesmaids 
burgundy dresses. They even had a 
matching boy’s bow tie for our son who 
was almost two at the time. He wore 
the exact same outfit as Brendan. They 
looked adorable.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BRENDAN CREASER
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What type of entertainment 
did you have?

We had an acoustic musician for our 
ceremony, cocktail hour and into 
dinner. And once dinner was complete, 
we had our good friend Adam DJ 
with us into the night. Both did such a 
fantastic job and really helped set the 
atmosphere for the day.

What was your wedding 
menu for the day? Did you 
have any special drinks for 
your guests?

We had an open bar of beer, wine and 
champagne served from a gorgeous 
vintage van. Come 9pm we opened the 
bar with spirits and cocktails for all, which 
went down a treat!

Was there any wedding 
vendor that particularly stood 
out on the day? If so, why?

Not just one, literally all of them! We do 
not have one single complaint about any 
of our vendors. They were all amazing 
and extremely accommodating. They 
truly helped to make our day exactly 
what we wanted.

Advice for couples thinking of 
getting married in the Yarra 
Valley/Dandenong Ranges?

Do it!!! You will never regret it. The 
scenery is beautiful and at the Log Cabin 
Ranch there is so many opportunities to 
make your day unique and exactly what 
you dream of, our video and photos are 
incredible! Brendan and I still look at 
them both all the time in complete awe.

What makes your marriage 
amazing?

I would say us together as a team. 
Marriage is a real team effort which relies 
on lots of love trust and sacrifice. And I 
think so far we are doing pretty well at all 
of those things!

What’s your best advice 
for planning the perfect 
wedding?

Write a list. Save lots of Pinterest pics and 
do lots of research. Brendan and I based 
all our decisions on our gut feelings. It was 
all about the people we were working with 
and the vibe they gave us as we wanted 
our day to be filled with positivity and love. 
Every vendor we worked with gave us that. 
And we will be forever grateful!

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BRENDAN CREASER



OFF PEAK WEDDINGS 14

VENDOR CREDITS

Photographer & 
Videographer Brendan 
Creaser

Florist Ivy Meets Rose and a 
good friend of ours Esther.  

Ceremony and Reception 
Venue the Log Cabin Ranch

Catering/Cake Vinkas Cakes 
made our cake and the 
Grecian Kitchen served dinner

Celebrant Peter Jones

Entertainment Chris Heskett 
(acoustic) and Adam Green 
(DJ)

Wedding bands Ralph Fisch

Glamping on site

DJ Equipment Adam Green

Styling support/Event 
Management (on the day) 
Betta event hire assisted us 
with our table, chair and fairy 
lights set up on the lawn.

BRIDE CREDITS

Bridal gown designer Grace 
Loves Lace

Veil Grace Loves Lace

What did you do for your 
hen’s/buck’s party?

We decided not to have hen’s or  
buck’s parties.

Have you had a honeymoon 
yet? If so, where did you go?

We are yet to have a honeymoon. Our 
caravan trip around Australia next year 
with our kids is our extended honeymoon! 
We did however spend two luxurious 
nights at the Grand Hyatt in Melbourne 
immediately after our wedding.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BRENDAN CREASER
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FOOD & WINE

SHARING THE LOVE

Words Belinda Jackson

Autumn is all about abundance, and 
you can bring that to your wedding 
with bountiful grazing boards – perfect 
as ice-breaking starters for larger 
weddings, or the main food event at 
smaller gatherings. 

Alexandra Grant is the owner of catering 
company Posh Palais, which specialises 
in platters and luxury picnics. The 
Malvern-based caterer lets Belinda 
Jackson in on her tips for the perfect 
harvest-themed grazing boards. 

Autumn 
harvest 
grazing 
boards
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What’s hot on the grazing-
board scene?

Our Brillat-Savarin, a triple-cream 
cow’s milk cheese, always gets rave 
reviews. In terms of crowd pleasers, I’ve 
noticed that in social situations, guests 
gravitate toward foods they are familiar 
with, and that are easy to eat. Things 
like crostini canapes are gone in a flash 
because rather than dwelling on what 
combination to build onto your cracker, 
the crostini is ready to eat.  

How do you stop double-
dipping, and blue cheese-
flavoured everything?

Haha! By pre-portioning: we cube or slice 
the cheese and style it on a platter so 
guests can pick their own piece, rather 
than cutting into a wedge of cheese. 

How about catering  
for food intolerances on 
shared platters?

Our guests simply add their dietaries 
to their booking and our kitchen team 
creates a menu appropriate for them. 

We style our grazing tables a little 
differently, we create plates of food, 
then layer them on the table at different 
heights. This is helpful when it comes 
to dietaries such as nut- or gluten-free 
requirements, as we can separate items 
easier to avoid cross contamination. 
When catering to food preferences, 
such as vegan or vegetarian platters, 
we swap charcuterie for falafels 
and other plant-based proteins, and 
use a range of plant and nut-based 
cheeses alongside fresh fruit, veg and 
nuts.  Catering for pregnant women 
is actually the one to be most careful 
when preparing; we ensure all utensils 
are double-washed, then lay out a 
selection of hard cheeses, quince, 
dried fruits as well as dairy-free dips 
and bread. 

Ones to avoid?

We Australians love seafood, but it’s 
probably not the best for a grazing table. 
Prawns, in particular, are messy to peel 
and eat, and then there’s the issues of 
keeping them fresh when sitting out. My 
most unusual request was to include 
lobsters, at $100/kg, on the platter 
(spoiler: the guests were having too 
much fun and forgot to eat them). 
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Can you have your cake  
and eat it?

Yes! A grazing table is usually a sign 
of a celebration and with a celebration 
comes cake. I always recommend my 
guests to opt for cupcakes or petit fours 
as they are much easy to serve, rather 
than cutting and serving cake. There are 
also less dishes at the end.

We’d love do a taste-test 
beforehand…

Couples often secretly book a posh 
experience first to try our complete 
offering before deciding on the table, or 
they simply leave us to work our magic. 

And any quick tips to get 
that autumnal feeling?

I loooove styling with autumn leaves. 
Tall hurricane vases with branches of 
autumnal leaves creates height to your 
table, and weaving the branches and 
leaves around the plates creates texture. 
A grazing table is a feast for the eyes, 
then the tastebuds.

POSH PALAIS

theposhpalais.com.au

0401 605 365

http://theposhpalais.com.au
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TRENDS

Braziers and 
fire pits to love
Words Belinda Jackson

Autumn brings the scent of fresh-cut log piles 
and fallen leaves: stay on the rustic theme and 
gather with your loved ones around the fire at 
the end of your perfect day.

There’s nothing more romantic than flickering 
firelight – for a fun, controlled take on bonfires, let 
your guests to connect around the warmth of a 
toasty brazier or fire bowl. 

If you’ve got the space, scatter several braziers or 
fire bowls around the outdoor areas to light up as 
the sun goes down. They’re instant conversation 
starters and an excellent place to wind down and 
reflect on the day.

As the bridal couple, you’ll have enough to think 
about on the day, so take the pressure off and 
nominate a couple of pitmasters for each brazier 
during the night. They’ll be responsible for getting 
wood, making sure the fires are always safe, to 
ensure the fires are smothered completely at the 
end of the night and what to do/who to go to in 
an emergency. 
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Get creative and style up your fireside with 
neatly stacked woodpiles, poker and tong 
stands, and cute buckets for emergency 
sand and water (see below). Mesh fire 
pit covers over fire bowls look great and 
keep rogue sparks at bay, while braziers, 
which stand on legs and send out more 
warmth, keep fires more contained. 

Large metal fire bowls are plentiful in 
hardware stores and online, while raised 
braziers add an extra design element to 
the day. For a specific design, Mel Rayski-
Mati, at Forging Ahead in Hurstbridge, 
makes custom fire pits to order, and can 
even plasma-cut your own designs into 
larger fire bowls and pits. 

Place a ring of white river stones around 
your fire bowls to create a no-go zone 
that’s visible as the sun goes down. 
It’ll help remind people to keep their 
distance from the fire and keep flimsy 
frocks safe. And if you can, use heavy 
or fixed seating as another way of 
maintaining distance from the fires.

If you have a lot of smokers on the guest 
list, nominate a fire bowl for them and 
one for non-smokers and kids, and don’t 
forget the marshmallows, skewers and 
the sparklers for everyone – why do kids 
get all the fun?

And have fun with your music, with a fire-
licked playlist (Here’s a few hints – check 
out Bruce Springsteen, Kings of Leon 
and Adele). 

SAFETY CHECKLIST

DO always check first with your 
local fire brigade to check the 
current fire restrictions 

DON’T use toxic wood such as 
treated pine, which gives off 
poisonous fumes as it burns 

DO keep working extinguishers 
and fire blankets near each pit

DON’T leave fires burning 
unattended

DO keep a bucket of sand close 
to each firepit to quickly extinguish 
any wayward sparks 

DON’T put your firepit beneath 
low-hanging tree branches or 
decorations

DO have a fire plan and emergency 
phone numbers ready

The CFA’s Fire Danger Period runs 
from 1 October to 1 May each year, 
which means fire pits are banned in 
certain weather conditions, such as 
on windy days and on days of Total 
Fire Bans. Check online at  
cfa.vic.gov.au 

Forging Ahead Studio
0466 726 687
forgingahead.com.au

Photographer David Von Dlemar

Photographer 
Leon Contreras

http://cfa.vic.gov.au


OFF PEAK WEDDINGS 20

PEOPLE TO MEET

Introducing Montsalvat
A 1930S ARTIST 
COLONY TURNED 
FAIRY-TALE 
WEDDING VENUE

Words Gwen Luscombe

Located in Eltham, it’s Australia’s oldest 
continuously active artists’ community. 
A grand, architecturally stunning group 
of heritage buildings set on 12 acres of 
gardens have become one of the most 
scenic wedding weddings in the region. 

“Montsalvat offers an enchanting 
ensemble of heritage buildings and 
European influenced gardens,” says 
wedding coordinator and event specialist, 
Christopher Toscano. “Our buildings and 
surroundings provide stunning backdrops 
for your bridal photography.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF  BRIARS ATLAS



OFF PEAK WEDDINGS 21

It’s coordinators like Christopher who 
are on hand for your big day to ensure 
the day runs smoothly and assist with 
the tasks of the day such as liaising 
with suppliers, setting up name cards, 
bonbonnieres, and generally assisting 
with any final touches on the day.

With a variety of spaces to choose 
from including the gardens or The 
Upper Gallery, all the spaces include 
microphones and an in-house speaker 
system for device connectivity. 

Ideal for weddings from 50 to 100 guests, 
Christopher says that couples are often 
surprised by all the hidden little spaces 
and nooks around the gardens and 
buildings that are perfect for capturing 
beautiful photos. 

Fancy a garden wedding? Choose 
between the Upper Terrace Lawn, the 
Great Hall Forecourt, or one of the many 
enchanting leafy or floral nooks within 
the gardens and if you’re worried about 
inclement weather, don’t be. A plan 
‘B’ indoor space is always at the ready 
should it be required. 

 Inside the grand building, The Upper 
Gallery is a jaw-dropper. Think high vaulted 
ceilings, whitewashed walls, stunning, 
floor-to-ceiling stained glass windows 
and sparkling polished floorboards set 
the scene. There’s pew seating for up to 
80 in the Gallery and standing room for an 
additional 40 to fit comfortably. 

The space also features a grand 
piano and artworks by the founder of 
Montsalvat, Justus Jorgensen. 

When the ‘I do’s are done, pre-dinner 
drinks can take place in the Long 
Gallery. As you step through the stone 
door arch, the room opens to present 
the perfect place for your guests to 
commence the festivities. On cooler 
days, two fireplaces with stone mantles 
are crackling with a cosy fire.  

Large windows flood the space with 
light and the rustic arched glass 
doors open out onto the private 
courtyard with an ornamental pool. 
Your photographer will have a million 
choices for amazing locations. 

Guest can enjoy dinner in the Great 
Hall, a heritage-protected space where 
the two gargoyles keeping watch from 
atop and light beams through stained 
glass windows onto the polished slate 
floors, wooden beamed ceilings, and 
handcrafted wooden tables.

A marble fireplace is at the ready 
during cooler months and two large 
wrought iron chandeliers, candles and 
candelabras on each table truly create 
a fairy-tale wonderland. Dine here and 
then dance the night away.

The best bit? All weddings booked  
at Montsalvat come with a free  
wedding rehearsal.
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LINGER LONGER

Fir s t night s tay s
Words Gwen Luscombe 

It’s your first night as a married couple and once the celebrations have 
wound up, you’ll need the perfect place to unwind, relax and enjoy 
some alone time as a couple.  From a pre-honeymoon to your outright 
honeymoon, the region offers some of the most romantic options. Why 
not stay the night before the big day, the night of and even a few days 
after to ensure maximum relaxation? 
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Secluded and Private 

Perfect for couples, Arcadia Cottages offers four separate 
cottages, all hidden away in three acres of forested gardens. 
Each cottage features a log fire and either a spa bath or hot 
tubs. Located near Olinda and Mt Dandenong, you can stay 
tucked away in your romantic little bubble or venture out to 
enjoy local restaurants and more. 

Immerse Winery’s accommodation isn’t open to the 
general public and is specially reserved for occasions 
like weddings, ensuring the utmost privacy. With only 
20 rooms available, it’s ideal for weddings hosted onsite.  
Accommodation varies including The Guesthouse, 
The Wing, The Lakehouse and The Lodge, all are a 
combination of both Queen and King Suites.

Vineyard Views

At Seville Estate, you can choose to stay 
in one of their private villas just for two 
or book out the original (and beautifully 
restored) homestead with your family or 
bridal party. With beautiful backdrops 
of the ranges and vineyards, no matter 
which you choose, both are spectacular. 

Located in Dixon’s Creek, Sutherland 
Estate is family-owned and offers guests 
a true sense of welcome. Stay in one of 
the two unique private towers that frame 
the cellar door and end your evening 
romantically watching the night sky from 
your bed. Wake to views overlooking 
the vineyard and surrounding valley and 
don’t be surprised if you spot a kangaroo 
or two! Sutherland Estate is the perfect 
base to explore the other wineries, 
restaurants, and attractions the region 
has to offer. 

Resort Style

Indulge a bit at Balgownie Estate where 
there’s not only enough accommodation 
for you and your bridal party but up to 70 
guests as well. Enjoy the onsite day spa, 
cellar door, brand new restaurant and 
incredible surrounds. 
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Garden Gorgeous 

Set on three acres of gardens with 
self-contained villas and lodges, 
you will want for nothing at Araluen 
Boutique Accommodation. With luxury 
accommodation for up to 20, bring 
together your nearest and dearest or 
stay solo. Located on three acres of 
picturesque gardens in Steels Creek, 
the property provides three luxurious 
and self-contained spa villas and a 
Lodge with four beautifully appointed 
accommodation rooms, each with a lux 
private ensuite. 

On the day of your wedding feel at home 
by using the Lodge’s stunning light-filled 
lounge as a wedding suite for wedding 
day preparations. Large enough for 
your loved ones to be close and your 
photographer to move freely to capture 
every precious moment both inside or in 
their beautiful garden. 

Alternatively, CountryPlace, located 
in Dandenong Ranges is an award-
winning property with plenty of space 
for guests. With 60 ensuite bedrooms 
inclusive of a two-bedroom cottage set 
amid impressive gardens, it’s become 
a favourite among wedding parties. 
Bed and breakfast packages include a 
cooked breakfast for up to 124 guests, 
offering a great opportunity for a day 
after get together as well. 
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SUPPLIER STORY

The Yarra Valley Chocolaterie and Ice 
Creamery consist of a talented and 
passionate team that can help make your 
day that little bit sweeter, with a large 
selection of their premium, handcrafted 
truffles made by their European 
Chocolatiers or custom monogrammed 
lollipops, sweet chocolate hearts or bridal 
party gift hampers. The team can also 
hand craft unique, specialty chocolate 
bonbonniere from your delicious 
favourites to suit your special day. 

We spoke to Ian and Leanne Neeland, 
owners of The Yarra Valley Chocolaterie 
and Ice Creamery to see how they can 
help sweeten up your special day.

AN INTERVIEW THE 
YARRA VALLEY 
CHOCOLATERIE AND 
ICE CREAMERY

How to sweeten up your 
wedding day
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Can you tell us a little more 
about the bonbonnieres you 
can create for couples?

We have many different options 
available for couples for their wedding 
bonbonniere such as our solid 
couverture chocolate hearts, decadent 
hand crafted truffles, fun rocky road 
blocks, mini jam & honey jars, chocolate 
coated nuts in a jar, love heart lollipops 
and even some giant polka dot’s or mini 
polka dot’s for the kids and kids at heart.

Can couples create 
their own custom made 
bonbonniere?

All of the bonbonniere can be 
customised in many ways. For example 
our talented chocolatiers can hand pipe 
monogram letters of the couples initials 
onto the chocolate hearts, or we can 
print love heart labels or attach love heart 
tags with the couples names & wedding 
date. Everything can be beautifully hand 
bowed by our passionate packing team.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF YARRA VALLEY CHOCOLATERIE
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Gift your guests something from 
the region 

We spoke to Ritchie Boucher, owner of YV 
Hampers, to find out more about his hampers…

With the wonderful produce in our region, we 
create lovely wedding hampers for everyone in 
mind. Choose from options including: 

• Pre-wedding nibbles for the bridal party
• Pre-wedding ‘welcome’ gift boxes for the 

wedding guests or bridal party
• Post-wedding ‘thank you’ for sharing our special 

day, memories of the Yarra Valley as a gift 
hamper.

We enjoy creating hampers with local food, 
boutique wines and pampering products together 
as one deluxe spread of the region. Bespoke 
hampers are our thing, we love to customise 
hampers with the couple’s favourite local 
products.

Looking to treat your bridal squad,  groom’s 
crew or Mother of the Bride? Here are my 
recommendations:

• Bride Squad - pre wedding nibbles on the 
day, while getting ready, charcuterie, cheese, 
chocolate and bubbles!

• Grooms Crew - similar to the ladies, maybe 
with local craft beers, cheese and nuts.

• Mother of the Bride - deserves a relaxing 
pamper hamper with bubbles and chocolate!

What have been your 
favourite bonbonnieres  
to make?

Our favourite bonbonniere would 
have to be the beautiful hand crafted 
love heart truffles with hand piped 
monogram letters. We believe this 
beautiful bonbonniere made with lots 
of Chocolaterie love will help create a 
wonderful day for the special couple.

Tell us a little more about your bridal 
party gift hampers...

The Chocolaterie specialises in preparing 
hampers to suit any occasion using our 
extensive and ever increasing range of 
chocolates all crafted from sustainable 
cocoa. Our team can design with the bride 
and groom, stunning bridal gift hampers 
to say a decadent thank you to their bridal 
party and those extra special guests.

What other types of 
catering can you provide  
for couples?

We can cater in many delicious ways 
for the couple such as dessert/pastry 
platters made by our European pastry 
chefs, a customized chocolate grazing 
table and our many freshly churned 
house made ice creams or sorbets to 
compliment the couples’ desserts or 
just to be that special cold and sweet 
indulgence as part of the day.



OFF PEAK WEDDINGS 28

LINGER LONGER

Italian 
Opulence

Lovers of la dolce vita can add an 
Italian flavour to their wedding in the 
Yarra Valley (without the jetlag or an 
airline ticket) writes Belinda Jackson.

Long, slow afternoons shared around the 
table, golden light on the vines, a round 
of bocce and digestives and a stroll – 
bring some of that good life into your 
Yarra Valley wedding with all the Italian 
wines, food and even views. 
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“The rolling hills of the Yarra Valley are 
very Tuscan, and with the grapevines, 
hedges and the old oaks and elms, it 
really gives you that feeling you’re in 
Europe,” says Vonnie Fraser, owner of 
Stones of the Yarra Valley in Coldstream.

Beginning life as St Hubert’s Winery in 
1862 by Swiss immigrant Charles Hubert 
de Castella, Stones of the Yarra Valley 
includes the 22-room Farmhouse at 
Meletos, which Vonnie and her husband 
Steve sourced the interiors for on a 
summer spent driving around Tuscany. 
Their boutique hotel features a beautiful 
balustrade up to the Tuscan Suite, which 
was designed for couples on their first 
night as newlyweds, and an ivy-covered 
chapel amongst century-old oak trees. 
They have also recently completed the 
picture with their new massage retreat, Il 
Massaggio, which opened in November. 

“Stones’ grounds are planted with 
conifers and ivy, but the view over the 
vineyards is absolutely incredible, it gives 
you that feeling you’re in Europe,” says 
Vonnie, who also imported marble and 
stone from Italy for No. 7 Healesville, 
their urban winery and wine bar in 
Healesville to establish that same sense 
of place. 

Of course, getting married in a wine 
region means what’s in the glass is a 
huge part of the day, from the vineyards 
around you to the wines on the table: 
take a journey with some of the Italian 
varietals produced in the Yarra Valley. 
With family names such as di Bortoli, 
vistas of verdant vineyards and a wealth 
of fabulous Italian-inspired restaurants, 
the Yarra Valley has a rich Italian history 
that’s evident in every day life. 

The De Bortoli family, which has been 
making wine in Australia for over 90 
years, originated in the Veneto region of 
northern Italy, so start the adventure at its 
cellar door with a Nebbiolo Rose, Fiano e 
Greco or a Sangiovese. 
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You can continue the north Italian 
daydream at Soumah Wines in nearby 
Gruyere, whose Barbera, Marzemino 
or even Brachetto are inspired by the 
region. It continues the theme on the 
table at its Ai Fiori Trattoria or, if it’s late in 
the day, stop in at Merenda at Soumah 
for an afternoon snack and a glass 
of Italian-style sparking, prosecco or 
Brachetto Frizzante. 

For the end of the night, go traditional 
with a glass of Vin Santo – literally ‘holy 
wine’ – an Italian dessert wine that 
originated in Tuscany, also the birthplace 
of Stefano Stefani, owner of Stefani 
Wines, who produces the wine that 
features nuts, raisin and honeysuckle in its 
palette. He bought the estate just outside 
Healesville, because it was so similar 
to his grandfather’s Tuscan farmlands, 
and planted his olive groves to create a 
quintessentially Italian backdrop, which is 
available for photography.  

At Zonzo Wines, its Scoperta (which 
translates as “to discover”) range 
includes an autumnal Verdicchio for 
white drinkers, and a bold, deep red 
Sagrantino, while its prosecco and 
Moscato are always crowd-pleasers.

“Zonzo Estate also has a few fields that 
remind me of Italy, and I love to shoot 
there,” says wedding photographer and 
Yarra Valley local Matt Parashis. 

Matt also tips Vines of the Yarra Valley, 
a little further south in Coldstream, for 
its Italianate vistas. “When you sit on 
the balcony at Vines, you’re looking at 
hills dotted with vineyards all the way 
to Coldstream. It’s stunning for photos, 
and the deep brown walls of the main, 
modern building remind me of Italy.”

De Bortoli Wines  
debortoli.com.au  

Now & Forever wedding photography 
nowandforever.com.au 

Stefani Estate  
stefaniwines.com.au 

Stones of the Yarra Valley  
stonesoftheyarravalley.com,  
meletos.com, no7healesville.com 

Soumah Wines  
soumah.com.au

Vines of the Yarra Valley 
vinesoftheyarravalley.com.au 

Zonzo Estate 
zonzo.com.au

http://debortoli.com.au
http://nowandforever.com.au
http://stefaniwines.com.au
http://stonesoftheyarravalley.com
http://meletos.com
http://no7healesville.com
http://soumah.com.au
http://vinesoftheyarravalley.com.au
http://zonzo.com.au
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PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS

Weddings 
with alpacas 
and llamas 
LASH OUT AND 
ADD A LITTLE 
ALPACA LOVE TO 
YOUR WEDDING. 

Words Belinda Jackson

Alpaca owner Sian Rickards and 
photographer Kelly Williams talk about 
getting that perfect wedding shot with 
alpacas and llamas. 

They’re the hottest accessory at any 
wedding – we’re not talking about 
cupcake towers or neon lights that flash 
‘Love’. It’s alpacas and llamas. 

Find your alpacas or 
llamas at these four 
Yarra Valley locations

Omaru Alpacas has 70 
alpacas, including males who 
walk on leads and herds of 
ladies. In the autumn months, 
between March and May, the 
babies arrive, omaru.com.au

Olinda Tea House has two 
alpacas who are happy to 
photobomb your wedding. 
They stay in their own paddock 
behind the tea house, 
olindateahouse.com.au 

Folly Farm’s two female 
llamas, Lola and Sasha, come 
dressed in wreaths with their 
South American earrings on, 
and brides can customise 
their own wreath for the 
llamas. Located in Olinda, 
upickblueberriesolinda.com.
au 

Vue on Halcyon has two 
alpacas, Latte and Whitey. They 
are quite shy, but they do come 
when you’ve got some grass for 
them to snack on, say the Vue 
team, vueonhalcyon.com.au

http://omaru.com.au
http://olindateahouse.com.au
http://upickblueberriesolinda.com.au
http://upickblueberriesolinda.com.au
http://vueonhalcyon.com.au
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Omaru Alpaca farm has around 70 
alpacas, which owner Siân Rickards 
says are very popular for pre-wedding 
photography, which is done at their 
property in Cottles Bridge. 

“Alpacas are very calm animals and are 
very used to people,” says Sian, who 
works as a handler on photo shoots 
with her alpacas. She supplies a special 
hay that alpacas find irresistible, and 
leads single tame males out on leads, 
while the female alpacas always work 
in a herd. “They’re very friendly and very 
curious, so they’ll come and inspect you.” 

Photographer Kelly Williams of My 
Scandi Style agrees a handler is 
necessary to get the best shots in the 
shortest time. “You need to get in quick 
and get the photos you want,” says Kelly. 
“Animals have their own minds, and 
alpacas and llamas aren’t obedient like 
horses. You’ve just got to work with them 
as they’ll let you.”

The point of difference is whether you like 
your alpacas and llamas shaggy or shorn.  

“They’re very photogenic, and when 
they’ve got their full, shaggy coat, they 
suit a rustic, boho style of wedding,” 
says Kelly. Recently, she teamed up with 
Danielle Steele of Wild Heart Events for 
a styled wedding shoot that included the 
alpaca’s larger cousins, llamas, at Folly 
Farm in Olinda. “It was very much about 
long hair, flowing dresses, bare feet and 
forests,” she says.

On the flip side, Sian is a fan of the 
freshly-shorn alpaca. “They look so much 
more elegant when clipped,” she says, 
and advises couples to ask the alpacas’ 
owners when their animals are going to 
be shorn, so they can plan their photo 
shoot accordingly.

Sian says their property is at its most lush 
and green in November and December, 
which is when they usually shear their 
animals. Meanwhile, autumn is baby 
alpaca season, with Omaru’s irresistible 
little ones arriving between March and 
May.   

Both Kelly and Sian advise on having 
a back-up plan, because alpacas and 
llamas don’t always happen – if it’s 
raining or simply too hot. 

“I like to shoot when it’s a bit cooler for 
the animals – they’re more comfortable 
and they’ll behave better,” says Kelly. 
“The ideal light is always late afternoon, 
so if you can, plan for an hour of shooting 
before sunset.”

If you’d like to see if alpacas could suit 
your big day, drop in to Omaru on its 
Open Farm Days on the first and fourth 
Sunday of each month to meet the 
herd. There’s no need to pre-book, just 
check the dates on their website. 

http://www.omaru.com.au
http://myscandistyle.com
http://myscandistyle.com
http://www.wildheartevents.com.au
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TRENDS

Eco love 
letters
Words Belinda Jackson

How to get the wedding invitation you 
and the environment both love…

As the first point of contact, wedding 
invitations set the tone of your big day. 
Stationery designer Sophie Heatley 
of Sea & Paper and Jem Linsen of 
West+Willow talk about how sustainable 
stationery can give your wedding that 
warm eco-glow. 



OFF PEAK WEDDINGS 34

Recycled paper

“It isn’t perfect, as it hasn’t been bleached, but recycled paper 
naturally has a more raw, authentic feel, so it really suits rustic 
wedding themes,” says stationery designer Jem Linsen, of 
Cranbourne-based West+Willow designs. “On our invitations 
using recycled paper, we’ve printed digitally with simple, black 
text to let the paper to shine through on the invites, menus 
and placecards,” 

Handmade paper

Taking it up a notch on the green scale, every piece of 
handmade paper is unique.  It can add up to 30 percent to your 
paper costs, warns Sophie Heatley of Sea & Paper in Eltham, and 
some are tricky to print due to all that lovely texture. Truly crafty 
couples can handwrite their invitations, or use it in one layer of 
their suite of stationary for a simple Save the Date note. 

Going virtual

For a truly zero-waste approach, why 
not save the trees when you save the 
date, and use e-invites? “I think COVID 
just fast-tracked a trend toward e-invites 
that was already occurring,” says Jen. 
About half her work is in producing soft 
copies of invitations that can be emailed 
out or shared in an online wedding 
group. “It saves printing costs, which is 
especially important now:  I worked with 
a bride whose wedding was postponed 
three times due to COVID; in the end, 
I suggested doing online-only invites, 
simply to save the couple’s budget.” 

If you’re wed to the idea of a paper invite, 
but are looking for simple ways to green 
up your wedding, Sophie suggests 
sending out a paper invite, but having 
guests RSVP online. It saves on paper, 
and saves your guests having to find 
stamps and post boxes. 

“In the past, couples also were worried 
about elderly guests not knowing how to 
RSVP online, but everyone is so familiar 
with QR codes now, they’re great for 
RSVPs,” says Sophie. “The guest just 
scans the QR code, which takes them 
straight to the wedding website where 
they can accept or decline the invitation.” 

“One of my invites this year was on 
recycled handmade paper, which we 
letter-pressed with an almond-coloured 
ink, and finished with a deckled (hand-
torn) edge. We then tied the envelopes 
with hand-dyed silk ribbons,” says 
Sophie. “About 70 percent of our colour 
schemes this year are very neutral, very 
beige and blush, which suit recycled and 
handmade papers.” 
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Second time round

“We have a lot of suggestions of how 
to reuse products at weddings, such as 
turning placecards into coasters that are 
made from acrylic, which we can print 
the guests’ names onto. They become 
a useful keepsake,” says Sophie. “And 
that wishing well, which is decorated 
with decals that can be taken off, can be 
reused for birthdays or baby showers – 
it’s not just one-time use.”

Getting inked

Ask about using organic and 
biodegradable inks instead of toxic 
toners, or tap into this year’s trend of 
letter pressing or debossing. “It’s more 
subtle than embossing, and with blind 
embossing, you don’t even need to use 
ink,” says Sophie. Gold foil isn’t recyclable.

Keep it local

Check where your invites are going to be 
printed. Do they really need to be sent 
offshore? With printing often outsourced 
to Asia, that’s a whole lot of air miles for 
your invitations.  

Seed paper

A growing trend in the US, seed paper 
has actual seeds embedded into it for 
decoration, then after the wedding, can 
be planted for an evergreen memento 
of your wedding: think easy-to-grow 
flowers or fragrant herbs.  

See seaandpaper.com.au and 
westandwillowdesigns.com 

http://seaandpaper.com.au
http://westandwillowdesigns
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TOPICAL

Mariah and Tristan's 
Yarra Valley quickie 
Words Gwen Luscombe

Appropriately on Valentine’s Day, a 
selection of couples took to CherryHill 
Orchards for The Quickie, an Off Peak 
Weddings event where we brought 
venue, celebrant, bubbles, canapes 
and a photographer and couples made 
their vows (or renewed them) with a 
private ceremony space set up for 
them throughout the orchard. 

One lucky couple won their Quickie. 
Here’s Mariah and Tristan’s story. 
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“Tristan and I have been together for 
five years and engaged for a little 
over four years,” says Mariah. “We met 
through his sister Jess at her birthday 
dinner, his sister and I had been 
friends for a couple of years before 
Tristan and I had met. I always thought 
Jess’ brother was attractive and never 
thought in my wildest dreams we 
would end up together.”

Fast forward two years, both travelled 
together on a huge European and  
UK adventure. 

“Tristan had planned to propose at the 
Eiffel Tower, but the timing just wasn’t 
right. We couldn’t get to the top of the 
tower because it was just too busy so 
he had to think of another plan. One of 
the next stops on the Contiki trip was 
Venice and our tour guide offered us a 
private gondola which Tristan grabbed at 
that opportunity extremely quickly. Prior 
to Venice, we had stopped in Monaco 
and Tristan won money at one of the 
casinos which would end up paying for 
our private gondola. Taking in the sights 
of Venice together was just amazing and 
then before I knew it, he was in front of 
me proposing.”

Like many couples over the last two 
years, COVID threw their wedding 
plans major curveballs and after three 
rescheduled dates, they decided the 
Quickie was right for them.  

“We went from planning a big wedding in 
the Yarra Valley to a destination wedding 
in Vanuatu and then to a surprise 
wedding on my 30th. After all that, we 
decided we just wanted a small intimate 
wedding with our family and close 
friends. COVID just really deflated us and 
planning our wedding just didn’t seem 
fun anymore.”

Both re-invigorated their wedding 
with an element of spontaneity when 
Mariah entered the competition to win a 
Quickie. “Winning this competition just 
ticked the box and was everything we 
wanted,” she said. 

“The competition appeared on my 
Facebook feed while just casually 
scrolling through and I thought, what the 
heck? I won’t actually win, I never win 
anything. This was a complete shock that 
we had actually won and took a little bit 
to actually sink in!”

Mariah and Tristan were one of four 
couples marrying and another renewing 
their vows throughout the day and 
celebrating among the gorgeous 
orchards at CherryHill. 

Looking to organise your own quickie 
in the Yarra Valley and Dandenong 
Ranges? An ideal place for elopements, 
vow renewals and traditional weddings of 
all sizes, visit the Off Peak Weddings site 
for plenty of inspiration.

https://offpeakweddings.com.au/
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VOX POP

How to 
choose the 
music 

FOR YOUR 
WEDDING 
CEREMONY

Choosing music for one of the most 
important days of your life can seem 
overwhelming. We chatted with Lisa 
Newman and Megan Jordan, two of our 
very talented celebrants from our region, 
for their top tips on choosing music for 
your wedding ceremony. 
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Is there a type of song that 
works best for walking 
down the aisle?

Lisa Newman: This depends on what 
kind of person you but usually, a slower 
song that you both like is important. 
I think it creates a sense of occasion 
leading into one of the most memorable 
events of your life.

Megan Jordan: Music is so evocative. 
Whenever you hear this song after your 
wedding day you will be transported 
back to this moment in time. Choose 
something that makes you feel great, 
something that makes you smile. Extra 
points if it has a great build up so that 
when you get down the front together 
you are feeling like the heros in your own 
story. Imagine walking down the aisle 
to ‘Hold Me’ by the Teskey Brothers and 
having everyone clap you down in time? 
I’m also dying for someone to choose 
‘You and I’ by Jess Michaelson – give it a 
listen, it has epic build! And you can’t go 
past ‘Ho Hey’ by the Lumineers.

What song works best for 
walking up the aisle once 
married?

Lisa Newman: Definitely upbeat! The 
congratulations have started and people 
are happy for you so choose something 
fun and festive.

Megan Jordan: Always something 
upbeat and joyful. Super high energy. 
You’ve just done this incredible thing 
together and you want a soundtrack that 
makes you feel like a rockstar exiting off 
the stage. Something like ‘You’ve Got 
the Love’ by Florence and the Machine 
or ‘Here Comes The Sun’ by the Beatles 
would be perfect! Whatever you choose 
make sure it’s loud and proud and the 
volume is way up.

How many songs do you 
typically choose for your 
ceremony?

Lisa Newman: The short answer is 5.

• 1 for your entrance
• 2 for the signing of legal documents
• 2 for walking down the aisle (the 2nd 

song is to keep the momentum going)

However, if there is a long walk for the 
bridal party or you have three or more 
attendants walking with you, I suggest one 
song for the attendants and one song for 
the bride and groom. This way you have 
plenty of time for everyone to walk and 
the bride and groom have time to breathe, 
connect with each other and compose 
themselves before the music runs out.

Your celebrant can then nod to the people 
taking care of the music to fade the song 
out when you’re ready.

Something that I have seen becoming 
a recent trend is for the groom (& 
attendants) to walk in to a piece of fun 
piece of music of their own.

Megan Jordan: Also highly recommend 
maybe a half hour of pre-ceremony 
music for before the ceremony to help 
create a welcoming warm space for 
when your guests arrive.
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What do you prefer live or 
recorded music?

Lisa Newman: Ahhh, I’m torn here. 
Recorded music means you get the 
version you want and you know exactly 
how long the song is, but live music is 
quite special and brings something a 
little extra to the ceremony.

Megan Jordan: I absolutely love working 
with live musicians. They are so skilled 
and so intuitive. They read the room and 
the ceremony and make adjustments to 
their performance as needed. They will 
play another verse if you need more time 
to get down the aisle, and will fade down 
when the ceremony is about to start, but 
not before you have a chance to greet your 
lover up the front. Absolutely check out 
Tobi Tobi for an amazing acoustic duo, or 
Tanya George who is an incredible vocalist.

But if you have a special song, and you 
want it to sound just like the recording, 
play the recording. The only thing is 
make sure you have someone in charge 
of the music who is tech savvy, and has 
pre-downloaded the music onto their 
phone, before putting it in airplane mode 
and synching it with your celebrant’s PA 
system – no one wants the sound of 
text messages pinging away during the 
ceremony or god forbid a phone call!

What do you think works 
best instrumental or vocals?

Lisa Newman: People usually choose 
a song not only for the melody but the 
words.  Vocals can very much convey 
why the song is so important to the 
couple. However, I do always ensure that 
the songs contain no swear words (don’t 
want to shock Nanna) and that the song 
is not, in fact, a break-up song!

Megan Jordan: I’m all about the vocals, 
but I’m a story teller and that’s my 
medium so maybe I’m biased.

Should the music have a 
theme?

Lisa Newman: I don’t feel this is important 
and it can sometimes be difficult to tie 
that all in together. Just choose music that 
you both love and feels reflects you as a 
couple.

Megan Jordan: Nah, just anything that 
makes you feel absolutely fabulous.

Have you had any funny 
experiences with previous 
wedding ceremony music?

Lisa Newman: A couple once chose a 
song for the bride’s walk down the aisle 
that I’d never heard before and was quite 
unusual. I played it for my husband and 
we both said “What are they thinking?” 
as it was not catchy and quite quirky. 
However, once downloading the song, 
I had to listen to it a couple of times to 
ensure it was a quality track and to my 
surprise, I ended up loving this song, as 
did my husband!

Megan Jordan: I had a gorgeous bride 
who surprised her groom with her 
entrance music. She chose a song from 
an artist that had a rich backstory for 
their relationship. She then got two of 
their mates who were talented musos 
to get up and sing and play her in. The 
energy of those two playing live, with the 
bride entering solo, carrying their baby 
to be, was absolutely electric. It set the 
ceremony off in the most loved-up way 
and still gives me goosebumps today.
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Are there any other top 
tips you would recommend 
to couples when choosing 
their music?

Lisa Newman: Ask the venue if they will 
be responsible for playing your recorded 
music as quite often, they don’t offer that 
service. If not, you will need to follow 
up with your celebrant to see if they 
have provisions to download and also 
play your music. Many celebrants have 
roadies who can take care of that side of 
things for you.

Megan Jordan: Make a playlist of your 
music ahead of time. Share it with 
your celebrant and with the person 
responsible for playing the music. Pick 
a girlfriend or boyfriend of one of your 
guests to be responsible for playing the 
music, perhaps someone you aren’t 
super close with. This will make sure that 
the guests you are close with can be 
really present with you on the day and 
not need to worry about music cues. 

Make sure that that guest downloads 
the playlist ahead of time and puts their 
phone in airplane mode before synching 
with the PA system. Make sure they get 
there well ahead of the ceremony so that 
all this can be tried and tested before any 
other guests arrive. 

When transitioning with the music, make 
sure you fade it down slowly - don’t just 
turn it off abruptly because this feels 
jarring in a ceremony. And when they hit 
play on that final big number to cheer you 
out of there, make sure that the volume 
is way up high when you start the music 
– you want the music to come out with a 
bang during that first kiss, you don’t want 
to be madly pressing the volume up on 
your phone while the couple is having a 
musicless first kiss. As for music content, 
as long as you like it, it’ll make you feel 
good, explicit content or not.

MEGAN 
JORDAN

LISA 
NEWMAN
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GROOMS

'Be on 
time, and 
be yourself.'
Words Michael Veitch

This, according to three well-regarded 
civil celebrants busily marrying people 
in the Yarra Valley and beyond, is by 
far the best single piece of advice that 
can be given to anyone called upon to 
fill that venerated role, FOB or ‘Father 
of the Bride’. Or, in keeping with our 
changing times, let’s say ‘Father of the 
Bride/Groom’.

Can it really be that simple? Well, while 
many wedding traditions having fallen 
away, our experts reckon the father - or 
father figure – still has an important, 
albeit evolving, role to play.
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Brad the Celebrant is pretty new to 
the marrying game, but has already 
collected a bouquet of clients with a 
personal approach that seeks to really 
get to know the people he’s marrying. 
‘The emotional power of the day can 
be quite unexpected’, he says. Without 
exception, Brad’s witnessed every one of 
his grooms go from cast-iron confident, 
to shaky, then dissolve into tears the 
moment they see the bride. ‘They’re fine 
up until 15-20 minutes before showtime, 
but then it all falls apart’, he says. That’s 
where FOB can help, stepping in early 
to calm the groom’s rattled nerves in the 
tense moments before the vows. And 
always with tissues on hand. 

Of course, the traditional FOB job is to 
deliver that speech, usually half way 
through the meal, from somewhere near 
the bridle table. Helen from Marry Me 
Helley says that about 80 percent of her 
FOBs still attempt it, but for those unused 
to public speaking, the idea of rising to 
one’s feet to the sound of spoons tapping 
on champagne flutes, shakily clutching 
a sheaf of notes, can induce crippling 
dread. But don’t worry, she says, ‘the 
crowd is always on your side.’ 

‘When in doubt, tell a story about the bride 
or groom. You know, the night she or he 
was born, or what they liked to do when 
they were little. You don’t need to learn 
it, or even write it out in full. Remember, 
dot points are your friend!’ For Brad, the 
watchword is rehearsal. Standing in front 
of a mirror and reading it out loud several 
times will make a world of difference. ‘It’s 
the old actors’ trick of muscle memory, 
and it really works’, he says. 

Oh, and don’t worry about being nervous. 
Nerves are part of the honesty of the 
moment, and that’s what people love to 
see. And if you go on a bit too long, cry 
in the middle, or even say something 
slightly off-colour, meh, that’s okay too. 

But why wait till the speeches? These 
days, many parents or other significant 
figures in a couple’s lives will be asked to 
play a part in the ceremony itself, reciting 
a poem, giving a blessing, or even 
handling the ring exchange. 

Celebrant Megan Jordan says while 
many of the old formalities have fallen 
away, some of them still resonate, 
especially with younger couples. ‘We’d 
never say ‘who brings this woman to 
marry this man...etc’, she says, ‘but some 
see it as conscious and public step 
towards creating a family of their own.’ 

Brad the Celebrant agrees. ‘Some of 
the old religious components still make 
sense in a non-religious way.’ Megan 
remembers one particularly touching 
ceremony beginning with the groom 
being escorted in by his father, and the 
bride by her mother. It was a wonderful 
way of making in non-gender specific 
and very inclusive. Everybody loved it. 

Just remember, all agree, no-one’s 
expecting you to be an orator, nor a font 
of eternal wisdom, nor possess the wit 
of Oscar Wilde. ‘Just be yourself’, says 
Helen. ‘Oh, but do make sure you’ve 
communicated with the celebrant, so 
you’re not telling the same anecdote. I’ve 
seen that happen!’ Good tip that. 

Celebrants TOP 
TIPS for Fathers of 
the Bride/Groom:

• Be on time
• Don’t drink before the 

ceremony, even if you’re 
nervous

• If giving a speech, don’t 
talk about yourself 

• Read it, don’t try to learn it
• Be yourself
• Have tissues at hand. If 

you don’t need them, 
someone else will!

• Remember, the crowd’s on 
your side!
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GROOMS

The accessories 
that lift your 
groom game

A fresh haircut and suit aside, there’s more to looking 
good on your day. Even with a casual wedding, you 
can always find ways to take your style to the next 
level with these accessories. There are plenty of ways 
to personalise your outfit so that it feels like a perfect 
representation of you, and the best is by selecting the 
right groom accessories. Pick and choose the ones that 
suit your style and dress to impress. 

Words Gwen Luscombe 
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The classic watch.

Back in the day, every man wore a watch, 
today with mobile phones everywhere, 
it’s a 50-50. Keeping in mind this is the 
one day you can’t be late, it’s the perfect 
excuse to wear that special watch, or 
treat yourself to an investment piece. It’s 
way classier than carrying your phone 
with you on the day. 

Neckwear.

There’s so much to consider in neckwear. 
A traditional tie, a bowtie, no tie, solid 
coloured, subtlely printed or bold colours, 
the list goes on. Whatever look you’re 
going for, from black tie formal to registry 
casual, there’s some wort of neckwear to 
match. Beyond your chosen fabric, colour 
and patterns will make your tie stand out. 
If you’re all about sporting bold groom 
accessories, a statement print or bold 
colour (especially jewel tones in autumn) 
will take your suit to the next level. 

Pocket square/handerchief  
or boutonniere?

The easiest way to add a bit of colour is by wearing 
a pocket square or boutonniere (the small spring of 
flowers or single flower that is worn on the chest. Go 
light, dark, or all-out quirky—the only rule for this must-
have accessory is that it be expertly folded and elevates 
your wedding suit. If you’re keeping the rest of your look 
simple, a floral pocket square or simple polka dots will 
add just a hint of playful colour. You can also match it to 
your partner’s accessories for a coordinated look. 

If you’re a traditionalist, a handkerchief or pocket square 
can nicely tick off your  ‘something old’ or ‘something 
blue.’ Ask your father or granddad whether he’s got a 
special one to lend you for the occasion.

Opting for a boutonniere instead? Join your bride-to-
be when she consults the florist, and coordinate it to 
her bouquet. 

Photographer Nathan Walker
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Suspenders or a belt?

If your going for a formal wedding suit, a belt is a must, 
but suspenders can also add a bit of style as well. 
They’ll likely be covered up for all the serious stuff 
(unless you’re going jacket-less and casual) but when 
it’s time to lose your jacket and hit the dance floor, 
you can really up your fashion ante with a great pair of 
suspenders. Add some color without being too crazy or 
go classic, the choice is yours. 

Tie bar or a tie tack?

This tiny little accessory packs a big punch for its size. A 
tie bar or tie pin pulls together your formal look but adds 
an understated hint of polish. 

Cufflinks 

Of all the groom accessories you can wear, a set of 
cufflinks adds some serious clout to your wedding look. 
Styles are plentiful, too. Go for classic or wear a novelty 
pair that suits your personality. Also, a sentimental 
yet subtle big day gift, why not organise customized 
cufflinks for you and each of your groomsmen, with 
each gent’s initials engraved on their pair. It’s thoughtful 
and practical.

Wallet or money clip?

Similar to your phone, you won’t want to carry a bulky 
wallet in your suit, so why not opt for just your essentials 
(a little cash or a card for emergencies, your driver’s 
license, hotel room key, etc) and use a money clip as a 
stylish and lightweight alternative to carting around your 
usual bulky wallet.
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Join our wandering wedding expo 
this April and May!

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MICHAEL BRIGGS 

NEXT SEASON

We would love you to come on a hot 
date with us at Off Peak Weddings!  
Our Wandering Wedding Expo will 
provide an opportunity for you to 
experience beautiful venues and meet 
amazing suppliers throughout the Yarra 
Valley and Dandenong Ranges. It will be 
a date you won’t ever forget!

Join us this autumn to explore our 
incredible wedding venues and vendors. 
Our Wandering Wedding Expo will 
take place in April and May 2022 and 
will provide an opportunity for you to 
experience beautiful wedding venues 
and speak to multiple wedding vendors 
all in one day. 

Choose to self-drive yourself throughout 
the region using our Wandering Wedding 
Expo trail map. Create your own adventure 
on our self-drive experience meeting 
venue operators and wedding vendors to 
share individual opportunities with you. 

For those who want Off Peak Weddings 
to do all the work, we offer a guided 
tour leaving Fed Square, stopping at 
Westfield Doncaster, and visiting six 
incredible venues across the day where 

couples can meet a range of suppliers in 
each venue, take part in guided tours at 
each venue and sample their hospitality 
to determine what will make their perfect 
day or night, morning or afternoon.

For those who fancy something at the 
luxury end of the spectrum and wish 
to spare no expense, you can choose 
a tour with your own personal driver, 
ferrying you between luxury venues, with 
private tours and inspections. Included 
in the luxe tour is a stunning lunch with a 
tipple of fine Yarra Valley wine, signature 
cocktails designed just for the day and a 
number of other surprise lavish treats to 
make the day super luxurious.

We will be running two Wandering 
Wedding Expos:

• The Yarra Valley & Nillumbik region - 
Thursday 28th April

• The Dandenong Ranges - Thursday 
26th May

Tickets and venue appointments are now 
live and ready for you to book. To find out 
more simply visit this page.

https://offpeakweddings.com.au/wandering-wedding-expo
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BABAJI’S 
KITCHENS

Unique. Delicious. Charming. 
Perfect for a relaxed festival- 
themed wedding with street food 
theatre from the land of coconut 
palms and spice, tropical Kerala in 
South India.

P. 0405 765 388 
babajiskitchen.com.au

ESSENTIAL 
CATERER

Catering that’s fresh, healthy and 
delicious, with flexible menu options 
that move from formal to fun – 
designed to suit your unique tastes.

P. (03) 9761 4188 
essentialcaterer.com.au
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YV HAMPERS With the wonderful produce in our 
region, we love to create bespoke 
wedding hampers with everyone in 
mind, whether it be pre-wedding 
grazing for the bridal party, 
‘welcome’ gift boxes for your guests 
or post-wedding ‘thank you for 
sharing our special day’ hampers… 
loving memories of the Yarra Valley.

P. 0419 909 979 
yvhampers.com.au

SOCIALLY STYLED 
EVENTS

We are committed to providing 
event management, styling and hire 
services that will suit all budgets and 
celebrations. Celebrations where 
only memories are taken and tiny 
footprints left.

P. 0411 149 040 
sociallystyledevents.com.au

WILD HEART 
EVENTS

Wild Heart Events are a full service 
studio providing wedding and event 
planning, styling and on-day set-up, 
flowers and prop hire. They create 
events that are unique, beautiful and 
truly memorable.

P. 0407 608 718 
wildheartevents.com.au

THE HIGH TEA 
MISTRESS

The High Tea Mistress is the 
creator of unique, mobile high 
tea experiences. They also create 
boutique Yarra Valley tours with 
our touring partners (some of 
which are exclusive).

P. (03) 8727 2557 
thehighteamistress.com.au

THE POSH PALAIS The Posh Palais is a luxury picnic 
and party planning event service 
based in Melbourne. They plan, 
prepare, set up, style, cater and 
pack up events.

P. 0401 605 365 
theposhpalais.com.au

YARRA VALLEY 
CHOCOLATERIE  

& ICE CREAMERY

Create memorable and delectable 
wedding favours and gifts for 
your guests.  Choose from a huge 
selection of handcrafted chocolates 
that can be customised to suit your 
special day.  Visit our passionate 
team at the Chocolaterie, located on 
40 acres of picturesque landscaped 
grounds.  Entry is free and our all 
day café serves breakfast, lunch and 
specialty desserts and ice cream.

P. (03) 9730 2777 
yvci.com.au
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PERPETUAL 
EXPRESSIONS

I am an authorised marriage 
celebrant in Warburton and I would 
be honoured to conduct your very 
special ceremony. I can provide you 
with a personalised ceremony for 
your special occasion.

P. 0413 249 711 
perpetualexpressions.com.au

SOULFUL 
CEREMONIES

Christine Pedley of Soulful 
Ceremonies knows what an 
amazing wedding in the Hills looks 
like and feels like. She understands 
your wedding day is the most 
important day for you. Looking for 
a celebrant that knows the Hills? - 
you have found her here.

P. 0474 128 869 
soulfulceremonies.com.au

VIRGINIA 
LAWRENCE

Weddings are my specialty. I’ll give 
you a lovely, heartfelt ceremony 
full of fun, happiness, joy, and love. 
I’ll make sure everything flows 
seamlessly, your friends and family 
love it, and everyone goes home 
with wonderful memories.

P. 0438 111 025 
virginialawrence.com.au

LISA NEWMAN Lisa is a popular Belgrave based 
celebrant with a zest for writing 
creative ceremonies that are NEVER 
boring! 

P. 0421 776 531 
lisanewman.com.au

MARRY ME 
HELLEY

Helen is bright, vibrant, and fun, 
with a fantastic sense of humor! Her 
ceremonies not only engage you, 
but all your guests ! She’s a born 
organizer and storyteller, and goes 
above and beyond to ensure you 
are 100% happy with the wedding!

P. 0425 865 456 
marrymehelley.com.au

MAUREEN MILES Looking for the celebrant who will 
take good care of you, make it easy 
and stress free and create a simple, 
relaxed, fun yet sacred and beautiful 
wedding ceremony? Hello I’m 
Maureen.

P. 0412 863 652 
maureenmilescelebrant.com.au

MEGAN JORDAN Warm, joyful and inclusive 
ceremonies for ALL the lovers.

P. 0403 422 322 
meganjordan.com.au
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DIRECTORS EDGE Based in the Yarra Valley but 
servicing anywhere you can get 
to by car or plane, Directors Edge 
create Wedding Films that keep 
love living on, long after your 
wedding day is over.

P. 0421 985 064 
directorsedge.com.au

GEORGIA 
VERRELLS 

PHOTOGRAPHY

Your wedding photos should tell a 
story of the moments you adored, 
and those you might not have seen, 
or remember happening.

I’m all about the feelings and 
making you feel comfortable, 
without the side of cheese.

P. 0451 455 591 
georgiaverrells.com

MICHAEL BRIGGS I’m a wedding photographer from 
the Yarra Valley. I was born and bred 
right here.

I’ve now photographed around 500 
weddings, it’s actually the best job in 
the world. I’m often mistaken as an old 
friend of the couple on wedding days, 
not just a ‘hired goon’ with a camera.

P. 0421 461 296 
michaelbriggs.com.au

MY SCANDI STYLE My Scandi Style Photography 
are the experts when it comes to 
capturing the unseen, in-between 
moments on your wedding day. 
Kelly will make you feel at ease in 
front of the camera, and deliver 
natural, high-quality photos that 
summarise you, the venue, your 
guests and the emotion of the day.

P. 0433 122 992 
myscandistyle.com

NOW AND 
FOREVER 

PHOTOGRAPHY

Matt Parashis is a Yarra Valley 
local and for the better part of the 
last 10 years, has captured the 
most important moments and 
memories for many, many couples. 
He specialises in taking the stress 
away from your wedding day and 
he’ll make sure you have fun and a 
laugh while we capture those special 
wedding moments.

P. 0408 356 040 
nowandforever.com.au

RICK LISTON Rick Liston is a Yarra Valley wedding 
photographer who loves joining 
adventurous wild hearts on their 
crazy journey from lovers to lifers.

P. 0475 604 713 
rickliston.com
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OMARU ALPACAS Omaru Alpacas Specialises in alpaca 
focussed farm visits. The idyllic 
scenery and super friendly animals, 
lend themselves to gorgeous 
special event photography and 
small select gatherings.

P. 0403 157 390 
omaru.com.au

YARRA VALLEY 
BLOOMS

Owned and Founded by creative 
genius Renee, a local mum of three 
who began YVB as a creative outlet. 
Renee has become one of the 
most in-demand florists in the Yarra.  
Renee has a passion for creating 
beautiful and meaningful designs, 
her couples can treasure for a 
lifetime. She has transformed many 
stunning venues into incredible and 
memorable settings. 

P. 0413 815 917 
yarravalleyblooms.com.au

YARRA VALLEY 
PET RESORT

Love to have your pet part of your 
Wedding Day? Located in the heart 
of the Yarra Valley, the Pet Resort 
is close to an array of wineries and 
wedding venues, allowing us to 
assist you on your Special Day.

P. (03) 5962 5253 
yarravalleypetresort.com.au

BOUTIQUE VANS Boutique Vans was founded in 2020 
with the aim of making travel and 
leisure activities accessible to all. 

We have a team of dedicated 
agents available to assist with all 
enquiries from transport for your 
wedding, as well as hen’s and 
buck’s celebrations.

P. 0421 543 192 
boutiquevans.com.au

RICK’S WINE 
TOURS

Rick’s Wine Tours is a professional 
wine tour service specialising 
in Yarra Valley wine tours for all 
group sizes and occasions. With 
over 17 years’ experience in the 
industry, we have developed 
strong connections and networks 
to ensure your day out will be one 
to remember.

P. 0451 757 743 
rickswinetours.com
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ARALUEN 
BOUTIQUE

A boutique property offering stylish 
and luxury accommodation for up 
to 20 people. Make your wedding 
night special at Araluen or book the 
property for you and your bridal party. 
Alternatively book Araluen exclusively 
to host a DIY micro ceremony, 
reception and accommodation all at 
the one venue

P. 0411 242 212 
araluenlodge.com.au

BIANCHET 
WINERY

Host your ceremony and reception 
all in one place, with stunning 
photo opportunities, contemporary 
food and excellent service, Our 
experienced Wedding team will 
take care of everything for you.

P. (03) 8288 1844 
bianchetwinery.com.au

BUNJIL PLACE Our beautiful function centre is 
the perfect place to host your 
next private function, wedding or 
corporate event. Select from a wide 
range of catering and beverage 
packages and work with our helpful 
staff to determine a seat setting that 
matches the needs of your event. 
Your guests will leave impressed 
and inspired.

P. (03) 9709 9966 
bunjilplace.com.au

 VINTAGE FUN 
HIRE CARS

Vintage Fun have been providing 
chauffeur driven vintage and classic 
vehicles since establishment 
in 1983. We are based in The 
Dandenong Ranges and service 
all eastern suburbs of Melbourne 
including the Yarra Valley and 
Mornington Peninsula.

P. 0411 465 098 
vintagefun.com.au

BEL HAIR 
COUTURE

Bel Hair Couture is a boutique 
salon and mobile service offering 
event hairstyling and make-up 
services for a wide variety of 
events including bridal, formal, 
informal casual and themed. We 
offer services for large parties or 
individuals and tailor your styling 
taking into account the event, 
theme, dress requirements, hair 
type and preferences.

P. (03) 9762 7624 
belhaircouture.com
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FONDATA 1872 Fondata 1872 is the contemporary 
revival of the iconic Weller’s, originally 
established as a Cobb & Co circa 1872, 
It’s a place where city style meets 
country hospitality.

P. (03) 9712 0742 
fondata1872.com

FOOTHILLS 
CONFERENCE 

CENTRE

Foothills Conference Centre offers 
the bride and groom and their 
guests the unique advantage of 
having their reception, ceremony 
and accommodation all within the 
same location.

P. 1300 341 630 
foothillsconferencecentre.com.au

FOREST 
WEDDINGS

Dreaming of a forest wedding? Let 
your wedding aisle be the magical 
forest floor.

P. (03) 5786 5230 
forestweddings.com.au

CHATEAU  
WYUNA

Chateau Wyuna is a rustic, award 
winning wedding venue built 
around a 1920s log cabin and 
featuring a 1909 heritage listed 
country chapel.

P. (03) 9736 2555 
chateauwyuna.com.au

DE BORTOLI De Bortoli Wines Yarra Valley Estate 
is in one of the most beautiful 
corners of a region renowned for 
its beauty, making it a unique and 
memorable venue for your wedding.

P. (03) 5965 2271 
debortoli.com.au

FERGUSSON 
WINERY

Newly refurbished and sparkling 
with character Fergusson’s is the 
perfect venue to host your wedding. 
A friendly, family owned business 
helps make your experience more 
personal and enjoyable.

P. (03) 5965 2237 
fergussonwinery.com.au
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LOG CABIN RANCH Home of the “Weekend Wedding” 
where packages are inclusive 
of Friday-Sunday venue 
hire, complementary on-site 
accommodation for up to 70 
guests. Indoor Barn style Ceremony 
& Reception spaces.

P. 0412 138 248 
logcabinranch.com

MARYBROOKE 
MANOR

Marybrooke Manor is nestled on the 
edge of the majestic Sherbrooke 
Forest in the Dandenong Ranges. 

P. (03) 9755 2755 
marybrooke.com.au

MATILDA BAY Australia’s original craft brewer, 
Matilda Bay, has been calling the 
pristine Yarra Valley home since 
2019 are now doing weddings from 
Monday - Thursdays. 

P. (03) 5957 3200 
matildabay.com

HEALESVILLE 
SANCTUARY

Immersed in the natural bushland 
setting of this iconic Australian 
sanctuary, the Brolga room is the 
perfect backdrop for your special day.

P. (03) 5957 2837 
sanctuaryharvest.com.au

IMMERSE  
WINERY

Nestled in the scenic Yarra 
Valley, Immerse is a breathtaking 
wedding venue, acclaimed 
restaurant, boutique winery and 
accommodation venue all rolled 
into one.

P. (03) 5965 2444 
immerse.com.au

IN THE VALLEY Featuring 2 acres of stunning gardens, 
this luxurious private estate with pool, 
games zone and bar is perfect for 
‘getting ready’ and wedding guest 
accommodation, sleeping up to 30.

P. 0419 368 031 
inthevalley.com.au
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OLINDA TEA 
HOUSE

Nestled in the heart of the stunning 
Dandenong Ranges just 50km from 
the Melbourne CBD, the Olinda Tea 
House is a place like no other.

P. (03) 9751 0556 
olindateahouse.com.au

OLINDA YARRA 
ESTATE

Olinda Yarra Estate is a breathtakingly 
family owned heritage farm est. 1868 
set on over one thousand acres of 
Yarra River grazing land. Celebrate 
in our magnificent garden marquee 
seating up to 200 guests or 250 
cocktail style with our alfresco bar 
and relaxing atmosphere, discovering 
acres of botanical gardens and enjoy 
plenty of space for lawn games 
surrounded by farm animals.

P. 0419 631 713 
olindayarra.com.au

POTTERS 
RECEPTIONS

A wedding at Potters is a truly 
unforgettable experience. Set amid 
six acres of native landscaped 
gardens with breathtaking waterfalls, 
chandelier-lit reception, charming 
chapel & garden ceremony options, 
a bridal retreat, alfresco bar & 
wisteria-draped courtyard, Potters 
can cater to all desires.

P. (03) 9844 1222 
potters.com.au

MONTSALVAT Montsalvat is where wedding 
dreams are made. Immerse yourself 
in 12 acres of fairy-tale gardens, 
surrounding heritage mud brick 
buildings and cottages, sculptures, 
and artworks. Montsalvat offers the 
convenience for your ceremony, 
pre-reception and reception to all 
be held on site.

P. (03) 9439 7712 
montsalvat.com.au

MOUNT VIEW 
ESTATE

The venue is very exclusive, 
capped at 12 weddings per year 
with a unique setting that offers a 
“blank canvas”; a bespoke space 
like no other. At Mount View we 
pride ourselves on the uniqueness 
of the space. A wedding here is 
about family, friends and TIME is of 
the essence.

P. 0409 148 600 
mountviewestate.com.au

OAKRIDGE WINES Oakridge is a family-owned, Yarra 
Valley winery, restaurant and cellar 
door, originally established in 1978 
alongside a ridge of oak trees. 
Fabulous fare and spectacular views.

P. (03) 9738 9900 
oakridgewines.com.au
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SHAWS ROAD 
WINERY AND 

BOUTIQUE B&B

Shaws Road Winery is a family-
owned and operated Winery-
Restaurant and Accommodation 
business located in Arthurs Creek, 
at the edge of the Yarra Valley. The 
grounds include a newly renovated 
restaurant / winery and cellar door 
set in stunning native gardens with 
a number of garden areas suitable 
for outdoor ceremonies.

P. 0437 393 736 
shawsroad.com.au

SKYHIGH MT 
DANDENONG

Situated in the breathtaking 
Dandenong Ranges, SkyHigh 
Mount Dandenong provides 
the perfect backdrop for an 
unforgettable wedding. Surround 
yourself in colourful landscaped 
gardens and a panoramic view of 
the city and Yarra Valley.

P. (03) 9751 0450 
skyhighmtdandenong.com.au

SUTHERLAND 
ESTATE

Celebrate with elegance and style in 
the heart of the Yarra Valley, enjoying 
fine wines and stunning views.

P. 0402 052 287 
sutherlandestate.com.au

PROJEKT 3488 Boutique & owner operated, Projekt 
3488 are all about the details. They 
create an intimate, warm & inviting 
atmosphere - the perfect country 
getaway with a twist..

P. 0400 215 785 
projekt3488.com.au

PUFFING BILLY 
RAILWAY

Situated in the picturesque 
Dandenong Ranges, only 60 
minutes from Melbourne CBD, 
Puffing Billy Railway makes for 
a truly authentic and unique 
wedding setting. Add a stylish twist 
of steam to your special day and 
celebrate under the historic rafters 
of Nobelius Packing Shed.

P. (03) 9757 0700 
puffingbilly.com.au

RIVERSTONE 
ESTATE

The Riverstone Estate offers 
exclusive use of the property for 
weddings. The Estate is set on 75 
acres of vines with panoramic views 
of the Yarra Valley.

P. (03) 5962 3947 
theriverstoneestate.com.au
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VUE ON HALCYON This venue is the perfect blank 
canvas to create the wedding 
celebration you have always 
dreamed of, in an idyllic and 
memorable location – they really 
offer it all.

P. (03) 9726 7111 
vueonhalcyon.com.au

WARRATINA 
LAVENDER FARM

We have ample room for up to 
100 guests with exclusive use of 
our venue and facilities. We have 
many areas around our farm where 
gazebos, food trucks, outdoor bars 
etc. can be installed. When hiring our 
venue you will also have full use of 
our grounds for photo opportunities.

P. (03) 5964 4650 
warratinalavender.com.au

YARRA GABLES 
LUXURY ACCOM

 

Yarra Gables is a short stay 
accommodation business offering 
five motel rooms and two three-
bedroom houses. There are a 
variety of room styles with queen 
spa, family and standard rooms, all 
set in extensive cottage gardens 
and lawns. From the rooms and 
verandas you can enjoy picturesque 
views, magnificent sunsets and 
the sight of early morning balloons 
drifting across the valley.

P. (03) 5962 1323 
yarragables.com.au

TARRAWARRA 
ESTATE

Only an hour outside Melbourne, the 
400 acres of heritage bushland and 
lush vineyards are among the most 
picturesque in Australia. Weddings 
here are an exclusive affair.

P. (03) 5957 3510 
tarrawarra.com.au

THE FARM  
YARRA VALLEY

Nestled on 100 acres of farmland 
and vineyard, The Farm Yarra Valley 
is a premier culinary wedding venue 
only 30 minutes from Melbourne.

P. (03) 9879 9064 
thefarmyarravalley.com.au

VALLEY RANGES 
GETAWAYS

Luxury homes to stay and get 
ready for your big day in the 
Dandenong Ranges. Stay the night 
before your wedding at one of our 
beautiful properties. 

P. 1300 488 448 
valleyrangesgetaways.com.au
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ESTATE

Yarra Ranges Estate’s stunning function 
centre features breathtaking views 
of our vineyard, gardens, forest and 
mountain ranges, Yarra Ranges Estate 
is where wedding dreams come true. 

P. 0408 260 357 
yarrarangesestate.com.au

YARRA VALLEY 
ESTATE

Located on 120 Acres with our very 
own Open Air Chapel, including wet 
weather options available. on site 
we offer 42 ensuited guests rooms 
& 2 x 3 bedroom/ 2 bath room 
cottages. we are very proud to have 
the only Edible Forest in the Region. 
Our menus are carefully selected 
keeping in mind availability of the 
seasons and our Forest. 

P. 5965 2397 
yarravalleyestate.com.au

YARRA VALLEY 
LODGE

The question has been popped 
and you’re ready to take this next 
big step. We’d absolutely love to 
host your wedding at our place. We 
have everything you need to create 
the perfect all-inclusive destination 
wedding, right at the gateway to 
the Yarra Valley.

P. (03) 9760 3341 
yarravalleylodge.com
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BALLOONING
Global Ballooning Australia have 
shared a sunrise with over 100,000 
people since 1992. Operating 364 
days a year (weather permitting), 
gently float over the world’s most 
liveable city or the countryside. 
Traversing the breeze, every 
journey is different. Enjoy award-
winning balloon flights over Yarra 
Valley, Melbourne & Mansfield. 

P. (03) 9428 5703 
globalballooning.com.au

http://yarrarangesestate.com.au
http://yarravalleyestate.com.au
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http://globalballooning.com.au
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